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revision courts.  Aceording to the law
the courts are held in May, and in
connection with the election at which I
was returned the revision court was held
after the writ bad been issued, and
between the date of nomination and the
polling day. Insome instances as many
as fifty per cent. of the names were
removed from the rolls, and until two or
three days before the election it was not
known who were to vote and who were
not. This is a question which affects
this House more particularly, as the
elections fake place in May. Whatever
rolls are in force, when the writ has been
issued the roll in force then should be
used for the election. I have very much
pleasure in seconding the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.
. On motion by Hox. M. L. Moss,
debate adjourned until the next sitting
day.

ADJOURNMENT.

On motion by the MiINISTER FOR
Lanps, the House adjourned at five
minutes to four uniil 4-30 o'clock on the
next Tuesday afiernoon.

Legislatibe Gssemblp,
PFriday, 28th June, 1901.

Meeting of the Assembly—DBlessags: Opening procced.
inge --Swearing-in of Members—Election of Speaker,
presentation—Governor's opening Speech—Papers
presented —Industrial Concilistion and Arbitration
Bill, first resding—Address-in-Reply, moved—
Adjonrnment.

MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.
The Legislative Assembly met at noon,
Fursua.nh to proclamation by his Excel-

ency the Governor, which proclamation
was read by the Clerk.

MESSAGE: OPENING PROCEEDINGS.

[ASSEMBLY.]

A Message from the Commissioners
appointed by the Governor to do all |

EBlection nf Speaker.

things necessary for the opening of
Parhament requested the attendance of
members of the Legislative Asserally in
the Legislative Council Chamber; aad
hon. members having accordingly pro-
ceeded to that Chamber and heard the
Cornumission read, they returned to the
Legislative Chamber.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

His Honour Justrce Hensman, having
been commissioned by the Governor,
appeared in the Chamber to administer
to members the oath of allegiance to His
Majesty.

Toe Crerx (Mr. C. Lee Steere) pro-
duced the election writs, showing the
return of 49 members as representatives
of the Legislative Assembly (one repre-
sentative having died since the election).

The members present ook and sub-
scribed the oath, ag required by statute,
and signed the roll.

ELECTION OF SPEAKER.

Mr. WALTER JAMES (East Perth)
gaid : It now becomes the duty and
privilege of this House to appoint a
Speaker to preside over our deliberations
during the course of this Parliament.
For many years now we bave had that
Chair occupied by Sir James Lee Steere,
and I think we should all regret the
arrival of the time when he will no
longer be able to occupy it. I have the
pleasure and honour of moving the re-
election of Bir James Lee Steere as
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly;
and I am certain the House will rejoice
if he sees his way to accept the high
office.

Mr. C. HARPER (Beverley): I rise
with pleasure to second the proposal of
the member for East Perth. For many
years having sat in this Parliament, 1
with all other members have realised the
strength and ability which Sir Jumes
Lee Steere has brought to bear in his
position as Speaker of this House; and I
am sure we should all extremely regret
any accident which might prevent his
taking that position.

No other member having been pro-
posed,

Ste JAMES LEE STEERE rose in his
place and said: Honourable members, I
desire to say that I am deeply sensible
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of the honour which you propose to confer
on me by electing me as Speaker of
this Assembly ; and I now beg to submit
myself to the House. (General applause.)

Tee SPEAKER-ELECT having been
conducted te the Chair by his proposer
and seconder, said : Honourable members,
I desire to thank you for having placed
me in what I think is the most bonourable
position that can be occupied by any man
in the Legislative Assembly. Of course
it is a position of very great responsibility
and of a good deal of anxety; but at
the same time I feel confident that, with
your support, I shall be able to conduct
the proceedings of this House in a manoer
which will be satisfuctory to all of you.
Without your support, of course I cannot
do that; but T feel confident that in the
future, as in the past, the members of the
Legislative Assembly will do all they can
to support me in secing that the pro-
ceedings are carried on in a satisfactory
manner. I thank you all, henourable
members.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. &. Leake,
K.C.}: Mr. Speaker, it is with infinite
pleasure I find my first duty as leader
of the Government, and of this House, is
to congratulate you, sir, upon once more
being appointed to preside over us as our
Speaker. Since the year 1886 you have
occupied that honourable post; since the
introduction of responsible government
and for a few years preceding its
introduction. Members not only on this
side, but on both sides of the House,
have always regarded you as pre-
eminently fitted for the dignified position
which you now once more so honourably
fill; and our frust is that you may long
be spared to occupy it. If 1 were to
speak at very great length, my words
could be none other than those of eulogy,
and as I do not desire unnecessarily to
flatter you, I shall not make more
remarks, but conclude by assuring you
that you have our entire respect, and
that we regard with pleasure the fact
that you once more occupy the Speaker’s
chuir., I may inform you and hon.
mewmbers that His Excellency the
Governor has consented to receive the
Speaker and hon. members at Govern-
ment House at half-past 2, when it will
be our duty to notify to His Excellency
that Sir James Lee Steere has been
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Excellency will eonfirm the appointment.
In conclusion, I again offer you, sir, from
this side of the House our most hearty
congratulations.

Hox. F. H. PIESSE (Williams): Mr.
Speaker, as the leader of this side of the
House, I also have much pleasure in
adding to the words which have already
fallen from my hon. friend the Premier
my words of congratulation. As one of
the oldest members of this House—I
think there are now only some five
remaining of those who took a seat in
this Assembly at the commencement of
responsible government—I feel that I
can speak from some knowledge and past
experience of the kindly way in which
you have dealt with all matters concern-
ing the working of this House. During
that experience, I wmay say you have
on all occasions exhibited an ability,
impartiality, and dignity in conpection
with all matters relating to the working
and management of this Assembly, which
must, I am sure, commend themselves to
every member of it. I am glad to see
that you are able to-day to take up the
position which you have so long and
honourably filled; and I feel that, in
according you my few words of con-
gratulation, I am voicing the opinion of
the older members on this side of the
Housr, and I may say the opinion too of
members generally. T feel also that we
cannot on this occasion meet without
again saying to you how pleased we all
are to see you once more filling this
important position ; und I am confident
of this, that every effort will be made by
members on this side of the House to
assist you in the carrying out of your
most honourable and respounsible duties,
I feel that I need add no more words to
express my heartv congratulations.

Toe SPEAKER-ELECT: I have to
thank the leader of the House and the
leader of the Opposition for the kind
words they have made use of respecting
me. Of course they are old members of
this House, as T am myself, and they
have bad experience of my proceedings
in the Chair; but there are many new
members present, who have not had that
experience, though I think and hope that,
at any rate by the end of the session,
they will huve the same opinion of me ag
has been expressed by those old members

elected our Speaker, and when His | of the House. Although I am a man of
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strong political feelings, T am quite sure
that at the end of the session members
will not be able to tell what my politics
are, while occupying this Chair. 1 thank
you again, hon. members, for the way
m which you have received me and
appointed me vour Speaker. I willleave
the Chair until half-past 2. and I hope
members will be here at that bour to go
to Government House and present me to
His Excellency the Governor.

PRESENTATION OF THE BPEAKER-ELECT.
At half-past 2 o'clock, the Speaker-
elect, accompanied Ly a number of wem-
bers, proceeded to Government House,
where His Excellency the Governor was
pleased to approve of the appointinent of
Sir Jas. G. Lee Steere ns Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly.

A Commission was issued by His Bx-
cellency to the Speaker, to administer
the oath to members who had not yet
been sworn.

THE GOVERKNOR'S OPENING SPEECIH,
Black Rod having appeared at the
Bar, and delivered a summons from the
Governor:
Mr. Seraxir and hon. members pro.
ceeded to the Legislative Council Cham-
ber, where His Excellency delivered the
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opening Speech, setting forth the inten-

tions of Ministers. [ Vide Conacil report,
p. 2, ante] Mr. Speaker and hon. mein-
bers then returned to the Legislative
Chamber.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Speager : Public Aceouants for
financial year 1900, accompanied by Report
of Auditor General.

Qrdered to be printed.

By the Premrer: Reports (annual) of
—1, Customs, etc. ; 2, Chief Inspector of
Explosives and Guvernment Analyst; 3,
Rottuest Prisou; 3, Fremantle Lunatic
Asylum; 5, Fishing Industry; 6, Hduca-
tion Department; 7, Supcerintendent
Public Charities and Inspector Industrial
and Reformatory Schools, ete.; 8, Superin-
tendent Government Labour Burean; g,
Stock Department; 10,
Bank; 11, Woods and Forests Depart-
ment; 12, Gaols and Prisoners; 13, also
Report of Royal Commission on Rabbit
Question.

Agricultural -

Address-in- Reply.

By the CorowraL TrEAsURER: By-laws
of municipalities of Busselton, Bunbury,
Southern Cross, Kalgoorlie, Perth, Fre-
mantle, Lecderville, Helena Vale, East
Fremantle, Leonora, Gingin, Perth, and
Fremantle,

By the MinNisTER For Works: 1, By-
laws under Coolgardie Goldfields Water
Supply Construction Act, 1898; 2, Regu-
lations of Sea Jetties.

By the MinisTER For MInEs: Regula-
tions under Goldfields Act, Mines Regula-
tion Act, and Mineral Lands Act.

Ordered to lie on the table.

INDUSTRIAL CONCILIATION AND ARBI-
TRATION AMENDMENT BILL.
Introduced by the Premier {(without
notice), and read a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Mr. J. GARDINER (Albany): My
Speaker, it is my pleasure to move the
Address-in-reply to the Governor's Speech,
and following parliamentary custom, may
I be permitted to congraulate you, sir,
upon your reappointment to the highest
office within the gift of this Assembly.
and Lo express a hope that your health
nay withstand the arduvous duties the
position entails. In common with every
loyal citizen of these British dominions, I
felb orieved at the death of Her Most
Gracious Majesty the Queen. I am sure
it is the wish of the people throughout the
Empire that the reign of her son shall be
equally as beneficent as that of his
mother ; and I trust that on the occasion
of the visit of the Duke of Cornwall and
York we shall not be bebind in this Stute
in expressing that loyalty to the Throne
for which Australians have ever been cele-
brated. I am proud to think we are
now a portion of the great Australian
Comwmonwealth. Having taken some little
part in the consnmmation of that union,
I feel proud indeed to be a citizen to-day
of Anustralia. I think, too. that this
State is to be congratuluted upon the
choice by His Mujesty’s Timperial Minis.
ters of the gentleman whom they have
sent as Governor of this State. From
first impressions, 8Sir Arthur and Lady
Lawley bid fair to find a very warm
corner indeed in the hearts of the people
of this State; and T am sure I am ex-

, pressing the wish of this House that they
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may find among us a home, in the truest
and highest sense. This House has lost
one of its prominent members. I had
not the pleasure of being intimately
acquainted with the late Mr. Alex.
Forress, but judging with humane charity
only the good works we know of him, [
say this State and this House have
suffered a great loss indeed. I feel the
responsibility of proposing the first
Address-in-reply, after the first change of
administration in this State ; and T think
I may take the opportunity of giving ex-
pression to my political faith, which
18, after all, but a reflex and an echo of
the wish of the State that we should
have sound financial and departmental
administration, that we should bring in
earnest measures aiming at uniting all
our great interests, and that we should
give to the people of this State the fullest
measure and meed of the benefits of con-
stitutional government; in other words,
that we shonld hold in the most sacred
trust Loth the great revenues and the
great assets of this State, to be developed
in the best interests of the whole of
the people of this Btate. I will wive
the greatest assistance to the present
Government, because I recognise, as I
am sure this House recognises, that those
are the principles underlying His Excel-
lency’s Speech. I am not supporting the
Mimistry as men: I am supporting them
rather a3 the crystallisation of the public’s
desire. Almost the first line in the Speech
is, ** Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Legislative Assembly, the finances of the
State will require your earnest and close
consideration™; and I think that both
inside and outside this House that senti-
ment will find a very great indorsement.
We recognise—in fact we must insist
—that our finances shall be put upoen a
sound business basis; and that we shall
have placed before this House, not an
elaborute array of figures, but in a
concrete form the exaet financial position
of this State. In this State, unfortu-

nately, we have a number of advocates of

the borrow-and-spend policy; men who
would leave it to posterity to “foot the
bili.”” Posterity comes very quickly in
Australin with regard to financial
matters. We found that out in the other
States, and I do not think we shall be
behind in finding it outin this State. In
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regard to that meonument of financing,
the £1,000,000 of Treasury bills which
we floated some two years ago. Let
anyone go carefully into that matter, and
he will find that not only did those bills
mature wt @ most inopportune time, but
that they will have cost the State some-
thing Dbetween £50,000 and .£60,000.
Puture Treasurers—and T am sure the
House will insist on this—must not
permit either their personul optimism or
their personal inflation to get into the
Treasury chest; and we must see that, in
future, reports are not supplied to the
Press stating that we have plenty of
funds, that we have £1,000,000 in the
Preasury chest, when o careful analysis
would show that, if we puaid the public
credifors up to date, and did not take
credit for £400,000 of the savings of the
thrifty, the chest, instead of being full,
would be absolutely empty. We want to
see that the public creditors are paid
promptly ; and, in addition to that, we do
not want the accounts for May to be left
unpaid in orvder that we shall show a
surplus instead of a deficit at the end of
Jupe. T think we in this House have a
right to ynard the credit of this State as
carefully as we would guard our own
persounl credit. We do not want a
Treasurer who is a financial genius, but
we want a Treisurer who is courageous,
who will say “*no,” and say it emphatic-
ally, when that “no” means the conser-
vation of the public funds ot this country.
It is eusy enough to say *“yes.”” A man
who has the courage to say “no” is the
man we want as Treasurer of this State
for some little time. We do not want a
Treasurer to be ulways looking after the
pennies and trosting the pounds to take
care of themselves, becuuse under those
circumstances that sometimes means
heing * penny wise and pound foolish”;
but we want u Treasurer who will say,
* Let us observe every care, and see that
the public Treasury chest is thoroughly
guarded.” T suggest to bim it would be
a wise thing to make a new departure in
the floating of this £500,000 of old
authorisations. I suggest that this be
put on the financial market of the
Australian States. Judging from the
experience of other States, I am sure
that, even at a higher rate of interest,
there wonld be no difficulty in having

fact, we are already *posterity” in | that monev taken up; and it would have
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this effect: not only would the principal
be in circulation here, but the interest
would be kept here, and that would be but
a beginning for each individual State in
Austrulia finuncing her own public works.
I would suggest that iustead of bortow-
ing in inflated times, for the future we
borrow in depressed times and pay even
a higher rate of interest. This will have
two effects.  In the first place it will be a
corrective of the dulness of the times,
and in the second place it is more than
likely we shall receive a greater amount
of principal. And the purchasing power
of that principal, practical men will
tell you, in dull times is considerably
increased. Thus, though at first sight it
might appear that we were paying too
mauch interest for our money, the practical
result of the expenditure of that money
would, I feel, justify us. It should be
the aim, and I am sure it will be the aim,
of this House to inmspire the greatest
possible confidence in owr credit. We
have to borrow some enormous sums to
complete the works which are stated to
be authorised, and which the Speech says
the Government feel inclined to carry
out; and therefore it should be our aim
to put our finances on a business footing,
and in cvery possible way to give inves-
tors confidence. It is a staggering thing
to think that when we have borrowed to
our full limit, every man, woman, and
child in this commumty will be responsible
for something like £4 a head per annum
interest. Let the man who says
* Borrow; you can get capital anywhere
vyou like,” just think of that for a
moment, and I am sure be will realise
that thig is no time for us to continue
the policy of borrowing as much as we
possibly can. AndI thinka step fowards
allowing the investor to feel a greater
confidence in this country would be
achieved if the Treasurer could show
un intention of constructing necessary
unproductive works out of revenue. We
have a revenue here of something like

three millions, and I say that if we have |

careful administration there ought at
least to be a considerable surplus---not on
paper, but in actual cash—so that these
necessary unproductive public works
might be constructed out of the surplus.
‘T have the preatest possible faith in the
future of this State, but I do not want to
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" extent that we shall look forward to it
with dread. Necessarily following the

question of finance is the great question
of public works, and I think the Govern-

* ment, before continuing the works of

their predecessors, might go carefully
into them to see which are works of
absoluteutility. Wherever they are works
of convenience only, I would suggest that
the Government honour the contracts
so far as they bave gone; and that
after that they say, “ Let the completion
of these works remain until we are in a
position absolutely to afford them.” I
shall be asked whether I intend stopping
public works. I say unhesitatingly, no.
In regard to public works we must not
go rashly, neither must we go timidly:
we must endeavour to construct those
works which are of absolute utility.
Ouly works of such a kind ought to
receive the sanction of thiz House, in the
present condition of the finances. I um
sure that even from an economic stand-
point, it is an unwise thing to construct
huge works that the surrounding circum-
stances do not justify. The immediate
neighbourhood 1n which they are con-
structed possibly derivesa little temporary
prosperity from them; but the after-
depression, and the knowledge that the
works were not works of utility, are bad
for the community as a whole. We
cannot, afford to follow the ** Santa Claus”
policy of the previous Adiministration.
‘We have only to construct works of
necessity, leaving those of luxury to a
later and probably better financial period.
I am glad to see, and am sure the
State is glad to see, that we are to have
a Public Works Committee. I have no
doubt that this committee will be estab-
lished on the same lines as the Puoblic
Works Committee of New South Wales,
and that it will be selected from the
members of this Assembly; and I hope
that when that selection is made, there
will be no suggestion of party patronage
in the appointments. If we have here
capable men of wide and broad experience,
thu country has the right to ask that those
men be appoicted to the committee,
irrespective of which side of the House
they sit on. I have in my mind’s eye two
members at least who are not on this side
of the Houee, and I should feel very
disappointed indeed if their selection on

see that futere mortgaged to such an | this Public Works Commiltee did not
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ocenr. I am also glad to think that the
Government purpose in the future to
allow this House, as a House, to hold the
keys of the Treasury chest, instead of
giving them, as has been done in the past,
entirely into the hande of Ministers. It
is the undoubted right of this House to
have a say as to how the public funds
shall be spent. We are promised no
construction of railways. I am pledged
to support two railways—a railway from
Menzies§o Leonora and the Esperance-
Goldfields railway. Although we are nat
to have any construction of railways, we
are promised surveys of railways; and I
think that if this 1s the case, one of the
first trial surveys should be that of the
Esperance to the fields railway. We have
heard a great deal lately of the Collie
railway, and I think the member for
Collie is to be congratulated on the
great amount of energy he has shown
in his desire to educate the people
ag to the necessity for that line. But if
the arguments which are adduced in
justification of a trial survey of that line
are conclusive, how infinitely more
emphatic are they as applied to the
Esperance-fields raillway! It is said that
the reagon why the Collie line shonld be
womstructed is that one necessity, coal,
may be taken to the fields at a less cost.
I believe that iz the strongest argument,
that coal may be sent to the consumer at
a much less cost. Well, that is one
- necessity. Surely, then, the fields make
out a very strong case indeed when they
agk for the railway from Esperance
because it will materially cheapen the cost
of every necessity. And into this, of
course, has come the question of private
enterprise.  When private enterprise
comes up in this House, we shall, I trust,
be able to review the whole history of
private enterprise with its benefits and
disadvantages; and from that, honestly
threshed out on the floor of this House,
the people will be able to judge whether
or nut it is advisable to conserve for the
State whatever appears to be for the
benefit of the State. Then there are
the railways, and I think it will be
candidly admitted there is every possible
scope for investigation into the manage-
ment of our railways. I do not wich to
say one word that may be unkind, but
still it is strange indeed that we should
have at one time out of this State
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the Gteneral Manager, the Chief Traffic
Manager, the Chief Accountant for Rail-
ways, the Engineer for Existing Lines,
and three or four other highly-paid
officiale. I think that if our rail-
ways can go on temporarily without all
the heads, it is quite time we should
dispense with the heads, and carry the
railways on for all time under the same
management. Thecondition of the rolling-
stock evidently needs very careful inguiry
indeed ; and I think we have a right to
see that repairg are done in time, as it is
better to spend the profits which we have
been supposed to be making out of the
railways on keeping the rolling-stock in
thorough repair, than it is to make great
efforts to pay those profits into the Trea-.
sury, where the mounev may be spent in
different directions. If you look at the
railway balance-sheet, you will see that
for the last seven years there has been a
suppositious profit—I call it a supposi-
tious profit under the circumstances—
of over £700,000; and now in this
£3,000,000 we are asked to pass authori-
sation for, we have I believe to provide
£1,000,000 for renewals of rolling-stock
and other very necessary and regnisite
works with regard to railways. T am
pleased to see that every encouragement
18 to be given to the settlement of our
lands. I have always been an advocate,
in this State especially, of giving every
possible facility for the producer to get
Lis products economically to the con-
sumer, and I do not think it is a matter
we can be genuinely prond of, that in
looking over the last customs report we
find that last year we received from other
States more butter, bacon, cheese, and
eggs than in any previous year in the
history of this State. I want to see that
remedied, and I think that to remedy
this the Government may very well go
out of their way a little, and, wherever
there are senders, act as delivery carriers,
so that the people can get their products
right to the consumer straight away.

Me. GEorGE : Drain the South-West:
then you will have it all.

Mr. GARDINER: The member for
the Murray once thanked me for saving
his voice. I hope he is not going to
make me sorry for that act of courlesy.
I would like to see some consideration
given to thnseselectors who take up poison
country. I fhink we might give them
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deferred paymentsforaycaror lwo, so that
every encouragement should he afforded
them to clear their land of poison. There
is no doubt speedy steps will bave to be
taken with regard to the rabbit question.
I lived for some five or six years in one
of the worst rabbit-infested portions of
South Australia, and I say unhesitatingly
that this question of rabbits is not a
jesting matter, I saw men ruined who
for years had been in fine circomstances;
and I say I will give assistance to every
member here who will devise any means
to check that pest from coming into
Western Australia. Ti is all very well
for our friends on the goldhelds to say
the rabbits wili give them cheap meat
and fresh meat. I guite appreciate that
cry; but if the rabbits get into possession
of this country we shall bave to obtain
all our meat from abroad, and not be
able to produce any here at all. Then
we come to the question of farm labour,
and I am sure the farming community
ought to bave the sympathy of the House
in this particular matter, more especially
as they cannot afford to pay the ruling
vate of wages for farm labourvers. It
would be wise fur the Government to ask
the farmers to send in to them the
number of men they can employ all the
vear round at a mimimnm wage, say, of
X} or 25s. a week; and then, as soon as
the Government knew exactly the requive-
ments of those people who wonld give
permanent employment, they should
endeavour Lo bring those farm labourers
from other portions of the world in order
that the farmer here mav receive the full
hepefit of thut Jand which he has selected.
I think it will be candidly admitted that
it is the duty of this House to try to
cement, if they possibly can, the kindly
feelings that should exist hetween the
agriculturists and the vigorous people on
the fields. Any one of us who goes out
of bis way either for personal advance-
went or in order to favour the advance-
ment of his political party, and seeks to
sow secds of dissension in this particular
direction, shounld be at least execrated
not only in this House hut in the country.
It should be the aim of all of us—and
although I am not a native of this
country, I love it just as. much as any
man who was born here—to try if we can
possibly cement this feeling, so that all
our indusiries may be to each other
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industries of mutual advantage. Let us
marry this shy, coy maiden of husbandry
to the strong, vigorous life of the fields;
let us bind them together by the greatest
commercial chain, the chain of self-
interest, and I am sure that no matter
which side of the House we may sit on,
it will be our earnest endeavour to
bring about that highly desirable end.
I had rather anticipated that a Mining on
Private Property Bill was to be brought
in, and I hope it will be brought in,
enabling us to have the deposits of
coal at the Irwin developed, and also
the Northampton lead mines, althongh
reports as to the lead deposits seem
unfavourable,. More than once reports
of geologists have been “ unfavourable,”
and the reports have afterwards proved
to be absolutely incorrect. I trust that
in the case of the Northampton lead
mines, history in some respects will be
repeated. And another thing: I hope
the present Government are going to
pursue the policy of open porty, and of
giving to every port its geographical
trade. We own a third of Australia, and
I think it is only the policy of the states-
man, who wants fo see every possible port;
open instead of closed, to serve the best
interests of the community; and this
applies especially where we have such a
large area under consideration. As you
know, I represent a port (Albany) which
—rightly I think—says that it has not
received the consideration it shonld have .
had. I amn not going to make that a plea
in this House at all, but I am going to
make a plea for all ports, and I am going
to usk this House to indorse any senti-
ment which says that everr port shall
have its geographical trade. I venture
to sav that all those of vou whe have
wide experience will admit that much of
the success of other lands is due to the
fact that they have encouraged the
opening in every possible direction of
their ports, which have acted as feeders
for the trade of those communitics. And
farther, I hope the Government. will give
every possible encouragement to inter-
colonial steamers. There has been a lot
of trouble taken to provide accommoda-
tion and everything else for the largest
steamers from the old land ; but in doing
this—a very laudable and desirable thing
—do not let us forget that it is on the
coastal steamers we rely to o great extent
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for the advancement of trade. Harbhour
trusts were mentioned in the Premier’s '
speech at the Queen’s Hall, and I want
to see barbour trusts established. T .
think it will be a good thing to have
them on an elective basis, taking the
manicipal rolls as the ground on which
the people should vote. I see we are to
bave an amending and consolidating Bill
with regard to arbitration and concilia-
tion, and I hope we will all join to try
and make that Bill as perfect as possible,
in order to prevent strikes oceurring. We
are faced, as we know, right here at the
present moment with a strike threatening
our railways. Now if the demand mada
hy the wen is an honest demand, and one
that will stand investigation in this House,
then I am sure this Honse as a whole
will do those men justice. If, on the
other hand, it is not a demand that will
stand calm investigalion, T venture tosay
this House, wherever members may sit or
to whichever party we may belong, will
combineg to see that measures are taken
to prevent any wrong heing doune to the '
greatest asset of this State, the railways, !
or any inconvenience being caused to the
people. We are willing, I am sure one !
and all who are outside of the party that
strictly represents labour, to do jnstice
to labour. The sympathy of most of us |
is with labour; but when there is a |
desire shown to use the power of lubour |
for other than legitimate ends, then I
gay our sympathies with labour are lost,
and we must all combine to protect the
best interests of the State. I am glad
to see that Savings Bank Commissioners
are to be appointed. I think we have a
right to remove from future Treasurers |
the desire to look on the Savings Bank
funds, which are the savings of the
thrifty, as a sort of private purse into
which Treasurers can dip whenever they .
wish. I think that whatever transactions
take place between the Government and
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the Savings Bank should take place on a
sound financial basis. 1 would like to
see the operations of the Savings Bank '
extended, so that we could have small |
current operative accounts. We are now
taxed or charged by ordinary banks to the
extent of a guinea a year for keeping
accounts, and I think this taxation, |
absclutely direct as it is. might be saved
by an extension of the powers of the
Bavings Bank, Whilst on banking, I ;

Debate, first day. 15

wish to express the hope that the Gov-
ernment will bring in a measure such as
that in South Australia, providing thal
all inoperative bulances in the associated
banks shall, after a certain time, be paid
into the Trﬂsm v. Wenre prommcd an
amendment of ihe Public Service Act,
and not, I think, before 1t is time that we
had some alteration in our pullic service.
I am of opinion that if we appointed two
strong men right outside Parliament and
right outside the serviee, and added io
them one of the Under Secretaries of
departnents, we would probably get a
very equitable board. 7The public ser-
vants are rather a sore point with the
people at present, and I think the Gov-
ernment might well give a gentle hint
that there ave two things on which public
servants might restrain themselves: that

" tbey might be oftener found in their

offices thun attending public functions,
and in uddition that they might aveid
publicly discussing contentious questions.
We are promised also a redistribution of
seats, and I hope this will be, not on a
population basis, but an equitable bnsis.

- T um sure it would be an unwise thing

to bave a Purlinment of centralisation,
and [ am also sure it would be an
equally unwise thing to have the will of
the majority set at naught by the repre-
sentatives of a minorvity. Probably we
shall hear a little Jater of this House
bemmg a shocking exnmple of this prin-
ciple; but now that the Speech has heen
read, and the policy of the Government
is before ug, I am sure those members
who tovk their seats (probably waiting
for this Speeeh) will he able te make
up their minds as to which side of the
House they will follow. I am also sure
that under any cireumstunces they will
give loyul support to a Government
which goes undoubtedly straight. My
ambition, in common, T feel '|.s=;11red with
other memhers of this House, is just to
serve the State first; and T bring to this
task the highest possible ideal. I have
seen instunces of envirouments lowering
an idenl considerably : I hope they will
notin my case. Iwantto serve the State
as well as I possibly can.  After the State
comes niy coustituency. If I let loyalty
to party, or personal ambition, or any-
thing else of a personal nature, interfere
with my desire to serve the State to the
best, of my ability, then I hope thut when
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I face my electors, whether it be in a
month's time or af the end of my term,

[ASSEMBLY.]

they will give me every evidence that I .
. period, when the north-east portion of

am not a fit and proper person to repre-

sent them in Parliament. I have very

great pleasure in moving the following

Address in reply to the Speech of His

Excellency : —

To His Excellency the Honourable 8ir Artbur
Lawley, Knight, Commender of the Most
Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and
St. George, Governor, ete., ete., ete.

MaY 1T PLEASE YoUR EXCELLENCY,—

‘We, the Members of the Legislative Assembly,
in Parliament assembled, have heard with
profound regret of the demise of Her late Most
Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria, of blessed
and glorious memory, and we desire to assure
you of our loyalty and devetion to Her
successor, His Most Gracious Majesty King
Edward VII,

We beg to thank your Excelleuey for the
Speech which you have addressed to Parlia-
ment.

It will be our endeavour to carefully consider
the matters mentioned in the Speech, and all
others that may be submitfed to us, and we
join with Your Excellency in the hope that by
Divine guidance we may advance the well-
being of the people,

I thank the House for its very courteous
hearing.

Me. J. M. HOPKINS (Boulder): Mr.
Speaker, I have pleasure in rising to
second the Address-in-reply which has
been soably, and I may say so eloquently,
moved by the member for Albany (Mr.
Gardiner). In doing so, permit we to
preface my remarks by reciprocating the
kindly sentiments uttered by the member
for Albany when he expressed the hope
that you will long be spared to preside
over this House. Since the last session
of the last Parliament there have been
many historic incidents, and chief
amongst these has been the loss the
English-speaking races have sustained
by the death of our late Bovereign,
Queen Victoria. This great calamity,
following as it did so closely on the
inguguration of the Commonwealth of
Australia, seemed to indicate that the
great Queen had been spared to see con-
gummated the greatest achievement in
British colonisation during the last
century, namely the consolidation of the
colonies of Australia into one indissoluble
commonwealth under the Crown. We
have it recorded in Australian history
that some 50 years ago, when one of
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the eastern States asked for and obtained
separation, the people said, “ We will
call this colony Victoria”; at a later

this continent obtsined separation, they

' said, “ We will call this colony Queens-

land*; and righv throughout the history
of our ieland continent we find that the
people of Australia have been intensely
loyal, and that loyalty has recently
received the ball-mark of sincerity upon
the bloodstained fields of Africa. I am
not going to enter into a dissertation on
the rectitude or otherwise of that war.
Suffice it to say that it has exemplified to
the world ome very important fact—that
when the supremacy of the English-
speaking races is in danger we shall find
these peuple standing together, united
and ready to shed their life’s blood for
what they believe to be the advancement
and progress of Christianity and civilisa-
tion. I come now to a question of local
concern and loeal sorrow, and I am sure
this honourable House will not object to
my referring to it. I allude to the loss
this eountry has sustained by the death
of one of its sons, the late Mr. Alexander
Forrest, CO.M.G&. and member for West
Kimberley in this local Parliament,
Hailing as I do from the eastern gold-
fields, a part of this State which hus
very often been at variance with the
political views expressed by the deceased
gentleman, and speaking as one who was
never under an obligation to him or his
relatives, I desire to take this opportunity
of recording my last tribute of respect
for a gentleman who was in every way
worthy of the name. He was one whose
bigness of heart, whose generosity, and
whose enterprise will live long i the
memories of the people of Western Aus-
tralin. I think he was one whom I
may well epitomise in the words of
Shakespeare :
He waa a man. Take him for all in all,
We shall not look upon his like again.

The position of parties in this House
to-day affords food for reflection. We
know that at the last general election the
people of Western Australia sent forth
one mandate, which was thut they desired
to se¢ a change in the Government. The
then Premier, Mr. Throssell, acting the
part of a stalesman and acknowledging the
fiat of the people, sent in his resignation.
Tt then devolved on the new Government
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to enunciate their policy; and when that
policy was emunciated, provided it met
with the approval of the State, it then,
to my mind, devolved on us to give the
new Govermment every reasonable oppor-
tunity of showing their prowess, and also
avery opportunity of justifying or remov-
ing for ever the cloud of suspicion which
has so long hung over the politics of
Western Australia. This country has
been longing for a change for a very
long time. It reminds me of an incident
I once heard of regarding a young lad
who had grown up to be 15 or 16 years
of age. On a cold night his father said
to him, “ Here, Billy, go and bring a log
of wood for the fire.” The lad went out-
side, but he thought it was not fitting
that he should be spoken to in that way,
and feelings of independence rankled in
his bosom ; the upshot being that he went
off to sea, going abroad, and bhe was
away for years. He then returned to
England, and no sooner did he reach
Plymounth than he was seized with a
violent desire to go to the old home and
see how his pareuts were getting on.
Having reached the place, he repaired to
the back yard, and peeped in through the
window. He saw his old father sitting
before the fire, and thoughts of that
night of his disobedience came back to
him ; so he went to the wood heap, picked
up the best log he could find, walked in
and said, “There, father, is your log.”
The old man said, “That's all right,
Billy, but you have been a long time
getting it.” We have been a long time
getting a change of Ministry, and I shall
be very much mistaken if the people of
Western Anstralia are not determined to
put their foot down and say, “ We have
got this change, and we are going to keep
1t.” The removal of the fruit restrie-
tions, to my mind, was quite adequate to
demonstrate to the people of this State
that they had reason to indorse the policy
enunciated by the Premier in the Queen’s
Hall. I have travelled through a con-
siderable portion of the State since that
policy was enunciated, and I undertake
to say that the etropolitan and subur-
ban districta support that policy, and the
people on the goldfields, from Hsperance
in tbe South to the boundaries of the
Kimberleys in the North, support it. I
believe also that it meets not ouly with
the approval of the members.who are
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sitting immediately behind the Govern-
ment, but with the approval of those
members on the cross-benches; and I
have not the slightest doubt that, when
the possibility of wgain referring this
question to the country is brought home,
we will find that policy even commend
itself to those giant intellects upon the
Opposition benches. The Civil Service is
to be reclassified ; but before referring to
that, I will simply say the removal of the
restrictions on firuit has abolished a
tax which, in its ineidence, provided
a competency for the growers at the
expense of the community, and I main-
tain that when this country gives assis-
tance to awn indestry in that wannoer
it establishes a state of commerce
which is in direet opposition to the
teaching of nature and experience, and
which aims a blow at that equality of
opportunity and that equality of taxation
which should be the fundamental prin.
ciples of every free and enlightened people.
The civil servica is to be reclassified, and
not before time. We find nothing but
trouble and dissatisfaction existing from
cne end of the service to the other. Tt
was the hoast of Augustus that he found
Rome of brick and left it of marble. It
was the boust of Sir John Forrest that
he had no relatives in the public service.
It was the boast of auother party that
he had no relatives outside the public
service. I think our Ministry will have a
greater boast, and will be able to say they
found the puablic service disorganised and
dissatisfied, they found it the patrimony
of the rich, but they left it the inheritance
of the poor. I bail with pleasure the intro-
duction of a Public Works Board, and
I hope that board wilt encompass railways,
I hope it will be the means of exercising
a check upon such ruthless expenditure
as we see in the piles of public buildings
at Geraldton and elsewhere. They stand
there to-day as a monnment to perpetuate
the incompetency of the Public Works
administration of this State. We find
also that the Railway Department has
geen fit to build lengthy platforms on
sheep-runs in the North-West; elaborate
goods sheds with lines of railway running
through them have been constructed in
the same places; and elaborate buildings
have been erected on the Bridgetown
railway, where also the top of a mountain
has been cut away to make a landing.
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place for a squatter's wool. And all
this time that Juggernaut, the Boulder
railway, is allowed to mount up its tale
of deaths and vietims for the want of
a few ordinary precantions, which it
devolved on the Government to take, but
which have not been taken. I say that
every one of the unfortunate persons
killed or mangled on that line provides a
damning indictment against the previous
Administration.

A MemBER : Murder?

Mr. HOPKINS: I am pleased indeed
to see that we are to have the introduction
of the cottage system of asylums in
Western Australia.

Mg. GeoreE: Where is that stated ?

Mgr. HOPEINS: You will prebably
hear more about that later on. I am
sure that every member of this House
will be only too pleased to give his
agsistance and co-operation towards the
introduction of that system, which we all
desire to see established, and to put it on
the best working basis, so that we shall
be able to do onr share towards restoring to
health those persons who may be so unfor-
tunate as to be confined within the walls
of such imstitutions. We are to have, I
understand, a system of municipal audit,
and with that T hope we shall alse have
the question of municipal extension con-
sidered. Instead of amending the Roads
Act, we should consider the advisability
of extending the whole of the muni-
cipal boundaries, and introducing into
this State what is known as the Shire
Council system. By this means we
shall be able to assure that, when a
rate for local government purposes is
struck, it will be levied on every person
in the State who is interested, instead of
on one section of the community only, as
at present. The mining industry 1s to
receive special attention, and with that I
am very pleased indeed. I have watched
the progress and development of mining
on the eastern poldfields for some con-
siderable time; I have recently been over
the Murchisou goldfields; and in the past
I have been able to come to only one
conclusion, that the previous Administra-
tion have given us o policy of restriction
right along the line. I have seen pro-
spectors doing their 100 miles a day on
bieycles, going from one place to another
in the never-ceausing search for gold—
those meu who by their intrepid explora-
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tions have left the imprint of civilisation
on so many of these inland centres.
Those are the people whom it devolves
on the Government to assist; and what
assistance have they received in the past?
Not as much as a drop of fresh water.
Now I say it devolves on this Govern-
ment to alter that policy. I often thought
in the past that the Government might
just as well bave put an enormous fence
round the State’s mineral resources, with
only one entrance, bearing an inscription
in the words of Dante:

All hope abandon ye who enter here,

The railways are o receive attention, and
I hope that when the time for that
arrives, the people on the goldfields will
not be asked to yield sufficient profit
from their railways to pay the deficit on
other lines in the State. The constitu-
tion is to be amended. That meets with
my heartiest approbation. I shall be
pleased to support a reduction of the
number of members in both Houses,
‘With regard to the Upper House, I
think that whilst liberulising it, we
might well alter its constitution from 10
provinces each returning three members,
to 20 provinces returning one member
each; and if then controlled on a popula-
tion basis, it will prove a much more
useful Chamber than it is to-day. I
indorse the remarks which fell from the
member for Albany (Mr. Gardiner) with
regard to unproductive public works. T
do not consider it is a proper proceeding
to allow unproductive public works to be
built from loan funds. If they cannot
be built from revenue, it is just as well,
with our small peopulation, to let them
stand over for the time being. With
regard to the finances, we have had many
conflicting tabulated statements placed
before the people of this State, and it is
not long sinece we had a Minister of the
Crown intimating that his statement
was the first honest one that had been
put before the people since 1896.
Taking these things into consideration,
is it any wounder that the people have
sometimes felt considerably ill at ease?
Is it any wonder they have looked
with doubt on our stability? I say
it is not, when we take into con-
sideration that when the reappropriations
and the present aunthorisations are carried
out, we shall have a public debt of some-
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thing like seventeen millions sterling with
a population of 182,000, or a debt of
£104 per head ag against £48 in New
South Wales and £42 in Victoria. I
think it is high time that the finances
were placed in the hands of a board of
competent experts, to put them once and
for all before the peopleso that they may
understand them.

A MesmpEk: I hope you have got the
experts. .

Mr. HOPEINS: Well, it is a certainty
we never had them in the past. The
cost of raising loans has gone up from
£T 11s. 6d. to £2 17s. 3d. per cent. We
have six millions to raise duoring the
next two years, and the trouble is where
to raise it. Two millions are required
almost immediately. I am sure there
will be considerable difficulty, as well
as enormous expense, attached to the
successful flotation of these loans. I will
not detain the House any longer, except
to say that I believe the present position
of parties in this House is an indication
that the majority is, as it were, on the
left-hand side of the Speaker. I dare
say that amongst those on the cross-
benches there may be many who have
been awaiting the opening of Parliament
to shift their places, and I have not the
glightest doubt we may see that eventuate
ghortly. If it does not occur, I under-
take to say that the present Government
will not be one to sit here at the wish of
the party on the Opposition benches,
leuving that party to say how long or
how short their reign is to be. I under-
take to say that the Ministry will have a
majority behind them if they go to the
country,and I sincerely hope they will do
so if occasion arises. If the Government
do not do that, there is only one thing
better, and that is to introduce a Redis-
tribution of Seats Bill. I undertake to
say that if this Bill be introduced and
carried forthwith, immediately it is done
we shall have this Gtoveroment in the
position it is in to-day, only much more
strongly backed than at the present
time, T think it devolves on every citizen
of this State to recogoise that the pre-
gent is not atime for playing **ing and
guts.” It devolves on every member of
the House to recognise the same thing.
It devolves on members to recognise thai
we are in a dangerous position at the
present time. Although we may be, and
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we may say that we are, a self-reliant
people, with an encrmous revenue of
three millivns sterling, still it devolves
ou us to throw in our lot behind the
present Giovernment, and enable them to
do their best to raise the State from its
present position of uncertainty and restore
it to the realms of progress and stability.
Mr. Speaker, I have pleasure in seconding
the Address-in-reply.

On the motion by Hon. F. H. Piessk,
debate adjourned until the next sitting.

ADJOURNMENT.

On motion by the Premier, the House
adjourned at 4'41 o’clock until the next
Tuecsday.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 2nd July, 1901

Swearing-in of Members—Papers presented—Qnestion,

Nntives Choarged with Murder—Sessionnl Orders—
Roods Aet Amendwent Bill, postponemont -Ad-
dress-in-reply, second dny of debate—Adjournment,

Tre PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

The following members, who had not
been present at the previous sitting, took
and subscribed the onth of allegiance as
required by law, and signed the members’
roll:—Hon. R. 8. Haynes, Hon. W,
Spencer, Hon. J. M. Drew.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the MinisTer For Lawps:
{Goldfields Acts) Amendment of Regu-
lation 91, Amended Regulations as to
Gold Dealers’ Licenses, Regulations us
to Miners’ Homestead Leases, Alteration
of Regulation re Reserved and Exempted
Lands; 2 (Mines Regulation Act) New



